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Adam Balcer  

Adam Balcer is a political scientist, expert in the area of Central-Eastern Europe, the Black Sea 

region and Polish foreign policy. He also works as National Researcher at the European Council 

on Foreign Relations (ECFR) and is lecturer at the Centre of East European Studies (SEW) at the 

Warsaw University. He cooperates on a permanent basis with the journals Nowa Europa 

Wschodnia, New Eastern Europe and Aspen Review Central Europe as well as the 

webpage ‘Dialog Forum. Perspektiven aus der Mitte Europas’ 

Contact: balceradam@gmail.com 

Nina Basok   

Nina Basok is a linguist and literature scientist graduating from Taras Shevchenko National 

University of Kyiv. She also studied at the College of Europe in Natolin with European 

Neighbourhood Policy major, Riga Graduate School of Law, Harvard, A Coruna, Gothenburg, 

https://forumdialog.eu/


Umea, Lund, and Dalarna Universities focusing on social anthropology, history, political violence, 

memory politics, political theology, democracy challenges, and international conflict dispute 

settlement. She focuses her research on Eastern and Central Europe. She was also ENP Students' 

Society's Secretary, Co-organiser of the New Generation Summit on the 10th Anniversary of the 

Eastern Partnership. 

 

 Contact: nina.basok@coleurope.eu 

 

 

Paulina Fröhlich   

 

Paulina Fröhlich is head of the Future of Democracy programme at Das Progressive 

Zentrum. There, she leads innovative dialogue formats with citizens, such as "Europe hears 

– a journey through dialogue", and projects on the sovereign handling of anti-democratic 

populism in public space. Previously, she was co-founder and press spokesperson for the 

Initiative Kleiner Fünf, which supports people in using "radical politeness" to become active 

against right-wing populism. Paulina previously worked at the Gesellschaft für 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and Krah AG. She studied Geography and Islamic 

Studies at the WWU Münster and the University of Helsinki, followed by an MSc in 

Integrated Water Resource Management at the TH Köln and Jordan University.  

 

Contact: paulina.froehlich@progressives-zentrum.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gyarmati István  
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Istvan Gyarmati is a Hungarian diplomat and Professor. He is currently President and CEO of 

the International Centre for Democratic Transition (ICDT) and Tom Lantos Institute in 

Budapest. His career has spanned numerous postings in the Hungarian government. 

Ambassador Gyarmati is currently Chairman of the Budapest Centre for Euro-Atlantic 

Integration and Democracy, Senior Political Adviser of the Director of the Geneva Centre for 

the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), and of many other international and 

national institutions and organisations. Between 2008 and 2009, he was the head of the Defense 

Minister’s Task Force, created to draft the National Military Strategy of the Republic of 

Hungary. Ambassador Gyarmati holds a Ph.D. in Political Science with a focus on Strategic 

Studies. He is a member of the IISS, the European Council for Foreign Relations, the European 

Advisory Group, the NATO Defense College and numerous scientific projects.  

  

      Contact: i.gyarmati@icdtfoundation.hu 

 

 

Győrffy Dóra    

Dóra Győrffy is an economic and political scientist. Professor Győrffy is an economist professor 

who currently works at the Department of Comparative and Institutional Economics at Corvinus 

University. Since 2015 she has been Doctor of Science of the Hungarian Academy of Science.  

She does research in the fields of institutional economics, international political economy, public 

finance and European studies. She is particularly interested in problems of trust, populism and 

authoritarian influence especially in Central Europe. In 2018 she published Trust and Crisis 

Management in the European Union: An Institutionalist Account of Success and Failure in 

Program Countries. 

 

Contact: dora.gyorffy@uni-corvinus.hu 



Bernd Holznagel      

 

Professor Dr Bernd Holznagel, LL.M. is a university professor of Constitutional and 

Administrative Law at the University of Münster and Director of the Public Law department of 

the Institute for Information, Telecommunication and Media Law (ITM). His research focuses on 

network regulation as well as telecommunications and media law. 

Contact: holznagel@uni-muenster.de 

 

 

 

 

Jackson Janes  

Jackson Janes is the President Emeritus of the American Institute for Contemporary German 

Studies at the Johns Hopkins University in Washington, DC, where he has been affiliated since 

1989. Dr. Janes has been engaged in German-American affairs in numerous capacities over many 

years. Before joining AICGS, he served as Director of Program Development at the University 

Center for International Studies at the University of Pittsburgh (1986-1988). He was also Chair of 

the German Speaking Areas in Europe Program at the Foreign Service Institute in Washington, 

DC, from 1999-2000 and President of the International Association for the Study of German 

Politics from 2005-2010. Dr. Janes is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the 

International Institute for Strategic Studies, and the Atlantic Council of the United States. He is a 

member of the Board of the German American Fulbright Commission and serves on the Selection 

mailto:holznagel@uni-muenster.de


Committee for the Bundeskanzler Fellowships for the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. He 

is a member of the Cosmos Club in Washington DC. In 2005, Dr. Janes was awarded the Officer’s 

Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, Germany’s highest civilian 

award. 

Contact: jjanes@gmfus.org 

 

Yannis Karamitsios  

Yannis Karamitsios is a lawyer from Thessaloniki, Greece. He works as Legal Officer for the 

European Commission in Brussels. He is a convinced federalist and active with Alliance 4 

Europe, an organisation that seeks to promote European values and unity and support other 

organisations with a similar mission. He is also the administrator of Facebook group 

"Federalist Connection". He is author of the book 'Time for a European Federation" (2021, 

Peter Lang). 

Contact: yannis.karamitsios@aol.com 

 

 

                                  

 

 

R. Daniel Kelemen  
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R. Daniel Kelemen is Professor of Political Science and Jean Monnet Chair in European Union 

Politics at Rutgers University. Professor Kelemen's research interests include the politics of the 

European Union, law and politics, comparative political economy, and comparative public policy. 

His book Eurolegalism: The Transformation of Law and Regulation in the European 

Union (Harvard University Press, 2011) won the Best Book Award from the European Union 

Studies Association.  

He serves on the editorial boards of the Journal of European Public Policy and West European 

Politics and is a former member of the Executive Committee of the European Union Studies 

Association. Professor Kelemen previously served as the Director of the Center for European 

Studies at Rutgers University. He has been a Member of the Institute for Advanced Study at 

Princeton, visiting fellow in the Program in Law and Public Affairs (LAPA) at Princeton 

University, a Fulbright Fellow in European Union Studies at the Centre for European Policy 

Studies in Brussels and a visiting fellow at the Center of International Studies at the Woodrow 

Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University.  

Contact: dkelemen@polisci.rutgers.edu 

 

Julia Keutgen   

Julia Keutgen is a programme manager at IDEA’s European Programme and oversees the STED 

project which, provides evidence on democracy and democracy support, and helps to establish a 

'Team Europe Democracy' approach towards the Summit for Democracy.  

Julia Keutgen previously worked as a Senior Transparency Advisor at the Westminster Foundation 

for Democracy advising on issues of openness, participation, civic technology and enhancing the 

role of civil society in public policy making and government oversight. She also previously worked 

at the UNDP Brussels Liaison Office on inclusive political processes and at the UNDP 

headquarters in New York on anti-corruption and rule of law providing policy advice and 

programme support to UNDP country offices. Her previous positions included advisor in the 

Cabinet of the Belgian Minister for Development Cooperation and governance programme officer 

at Enabel. 

 Contact: J.Keutgen@idea.int 
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Elina Morhunova  

Elina Morhunova is a European & International Business Lawyer and Business Developer who 

dedicates a great part of her work to report on the world’s business and legal, political and 

economic affairs for the global business community. She is a NextGen Ukraine Leader, 

international business lawyer, geopolitics and energy expert and a Ph.D. candidate at the 

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine 

 

Contact: esmorhunova@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Heino Nyyssönen     

  

Heino Nyyssönen is Assistant Professor of Contemporary History, University Lecturer of 

Political Science. He is a political scientist, who has more than 25 years academic experience 

in Finland and abroad. He is teaching political science, world politics and contemporary 

history. Nyyssönen has published more than one hundred articles. His dissertation was 

awarded as the dissertation of the year in Jyväskylä. His newest book, published in 2017, is 

dealing with the backlash of democracy in Hungary and beyond. His areas of expertise include:  

Finland, Hungary, Political science, IR and contemporary history, European politics, Post-

Soviet space 

Contact: heino.nyyssonen@utu.fi 

 

mailto:esmorhunova@gmail.com
mailto:heino.nyyssonen@utu.fi


 

 

 

Panyi Szabolcs  

Szabolcs Panyi is an investigative reporter for Direkt36, where he covers national security and 

defense. He received a Fulbright scholarship to the United States and his work was shortlisted for 

the 2018 and 2021 European Press Prize. Panyi’s reporting has shed light on Russia’s political, 

economic and defense interests in Hungary, as well as the evolving relationship between 

PM Viktor Orbán and former US President Donald Trump. In 2019, Panyi uncovered several 

investigations into the relocation of the formerly-Soviet International Investment Bank (IIB), a 

shadowy Russian-led bank to Budapest. Forbidden Stories and Amnesty International were able 

to confirm through a forensic analysis that Panyi’s was infected with Pegasus spying software  in 

2019.  Panyi’s targeting continued through the end of 2019. During this time, Panyi worked on a 

follow up story about two Russian arms dealers who were arrested in Budapest as part of a US 

DEA sting operation. 

Contact: panyiszabolcs@gmail.com  

Garvan Walshe          

 
Garvan Walshe is Research Associate of the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies. 

He is an Irish political strategist and entrepreneur. He is the founder of the political technology 

company Article7 Intelligence and co-founder of the electoral integrity NGO Unhack Democracy. 

Once foreign policy adviser to the British Conservatives, he has written a number of publications 

for the Martens Centre on the implications of Brexit and works with the ARENA Center at John’s 



Hopkins University. His research interests focus on strengthening democracy and the rule of law, 

defence and security and promoting an entrepreneurial society.  

He holds a PhD from the University of Manchester and was a Max Weber Fellow at the European 

University Institute. He writes regularly for Foreign Policy and his journalism has been published 

in a range of international outlets including The Economist, Die Welt, Haaretz, The New 

Statesman and CNN. 

Contact: garwanwalshe@gmail.com 
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