GERMAN MARSHALL FUND MARSHALL MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY, 2022
City Coordination

Hungarian Europe Society
Budapest 1052, Gerlóczy utca 11.

Friday, 1 April 2022
7:30 pm

Welcome dinner: Program overview; introduction and orientation to
Budapest/Hungary
István Hegedűs (MMF 1993), chairman, Hungarian Europe Society
Enikő Pap, MMF City Coordinator

Saturday, 2 April 2022

9:00 am – 7:00 pm

Whole day guided tour to the Danube Bend: Esztergom, Visegrád and Szentendre cities

Sunday, 3 April 2022
Free time

Monday, 4 April 2022

9:00 am–12:00 pm

Individual appointments

1:15–2:20 pm

The significance of the parliamentary elections in Hungary at national, European and
global levels
István Hegedűs (MMF 1993), chairman, Hungarian Europe Society
Hungarian Europe Society, Budapest 1052, Gerlóczy utca 11.

First time after 12 years, when the populist right wing party Fidesz got to power, a united opposition has challenged
the illiberal political system built under the leadership of Viktor Orbán. The united opposition comprises six parties
led by an independent conservative-liberal politician, Péter Márki-Zay, who won the primaries and became their
Prime Minister candidate. The outcome of the elections can determine not only where Hungary is heading, but it will
have an enormous impact on European politics and beyond. Still an EU member state, Hungary had ongoing
conflicts with European institutions. The European Parliament condemned the country in numerous resolutions
because of the systematic breaches of European shared values in parallel to its democratic backslide. Viktor Orbán
has become an idol of radical right wing parties and voters worldwide. Although Hungary and the US have a long
collaboration record from security issues to investment and trade, the bilateral relationship has deteriorated since the
2010s. Viktor Orbán created a special friendship with President Putin, but made a half U-turn after Russia’s military
aggression against Ukraine. Will Hungary become a reliable partner of EU member states and the United States after
the parliamentary elections?
4:30–6:20 pm

Democracy, rule of law, human rights and space for civil society in Hungary

Veronika Móra, director, Hungarian Environmental Partnership Foundation
Sándor Léderer (MMF 2012) co-founder and executive director, K-Monitor
Zsófia Banuta, co-founder, Unhack Democracy
András Kováts, director, Menedék – Hungarian Association of Migrants
Central European University, Budapest 1051, Nádor utca 15. Room No. 104
Following the 2010 elections, fundamental legislative and political reconstruction took place, weakening the system
of “checks and balances”. An ambivalent new constitution was adopted, together with cardinal laws cementing
ruling power, and restrictive media regulation. NGOs working in the field of democracy and human rights have been
and are faced with stigmatizing communications by the government/governing party, with restrictive legislation and
other measures (such as state audits). The European Parliaments saw the threat of the EU founding values in a
number of fields in Hungary. How far democratic values and the rule of law are challenged today? What is the
assessment of NGOs in different fields of human rights? What does the scope of the operation look like? What are the
visions and strategies for the future after the national elections?

6:20–7:20 pm

The significance of the parliamentary elections in Hungary at national, European and
global levels - EU-relations, Visegrad 4 countries and regional political changes
Zsuzsanna Szelényi (MMF 1993), visitor fellow at the CEU Democracy Institute
Central European University, Budapest 1051, Nádor utca 15. Room No. 104

Tuesday, 5 April 2022

8:00–9:00 am

A new chapter for Budapest – Challenges and opportunities in promoting progress and
innovation
Gábor Kerpel-Fronius, deputy mayor of smartcity and
participation, Municipality of Budapest
Dávid Korányi (MMF 2010), head of the city diplomacy unit, senior advisor to the mayor
on city diplomacy, Municipality of Budapest
Municipality of Budapest, Budapest 1052, Városház utca 9-11.

Budapest, the capital city of Hungary has a unique role in the country and beyond. The city has its close to 1,800,000
inhabitants, having its own local governance, and divided competences with its 23 districts. The 2019 local elections
brought changes in the leadership of Budapest: Gergely Karácsony, the candidate from the opposition defeated the
previous mayor, István Tarlós, who had been in power since 2010 with the support of the governing party. The
opposition gained a majority in the Budapest General Assembly. What have been the key priority issues and
challenges for the new leadership? How innovation and participation can be promoted, especially working from
opposition to the central government? What is the role of city diplomacy – including the Budapest Global and other
initiatives – in working towards fundamental values and progress?
9:45–11:15 am

Economic and business environment, entrepreneurship and innovation in Hungary:
challenges and opportunities
Barbara Rotter, program director, Aquincum Institute of Technology
Greg Borsa, counsel, AIT-Budapest
Graphisoft Park site visit
Graphisoft Park, Budapest 1031, Záhony utca 7.

Hungary, one of the leading developed countries in the region after the democratic transition, has gradually lost its
leading position over the last decade, and was profoundly impacted by the global economic crisis. By 2011 the
country had accumulated a national debt of 80,7% of GDP. The government introduced various unorthodox
economic policies in response to the crisis, which provoked criticism from the international financial institutions.

Limited growth prospects are also recorded in the last decade: the 2021 European Innovation Scoreboard has ranked
Hungary to the category of “emerging innovators”. How the general economic outlook for and business environment
in Hungary looks like now? How can they be improved to advance economic development, innovation and
entrepreneurship? What is the role of education here?
11:50 am–12:45 pm

Overview of the relations between Hungary and the U.S. Meeting and working lunch
with the U. S. Embassy representatives
Derek Westfall, Political-Economic Counselor of the U.S. Embassy in Budapest
Jonas Stewart, Public Affairs Officer
U.S. Embassy in Hungary, Budapest 1054, Szabadság tér 12.

Hungary and the United States have long collaboration records from security issues to investment and trade.
However, the bilateral relationship deteriorated from the 2010's. The U.S. expressed concerns in recent years in
several fields, such as corruption, the operation of checks and balances and democratic institutions, the rule of law,
media freedom, the space for an independent civil society, the refugee crisis, and academic freedom. In external
politics, the Prime Minister has established a good relationship with Russia’s President Vladimir Putin; it has gained
heightened concerns after Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine. What is the current state of affairs of
Hungarian–U.S. relations? What are the key issues of concerns, challenges and opportunities?
1:45–2:45 pm

Overview and evaluation of internal and external policies of the government and
governing party
Zsolt Németh (MMF 1992), Member of the Parliament, Chairman of the Parliament’s
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Hungarian Parliament, Budapest 1055, Kossuth tér 1-3.

The governing party Fidesz gained a unique two-third majority in the last national elections, and introduced
significant legislative and policy changes. At the same time, the European Parliament triggered the so-called “Article
7 procedure”, believing that a number of issues have led to a threat of the EU founding values in Hungary. What are
seen as the most important issues, measures and successes, as well as the main obstacles and challenges of the
government and the governing party so far in the field of internal affairs? How are the concerns raised by the EP
viewed and assessed by?
Hungary’s judgment in the international arena has been rather unfavorable in recent years. Prime Minister Viktor
Orbán declared the decline of the West several times, and established a good relationship with Vladimir Putin.
Related critical reflections even heightened Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine. What have been the main
determinants, directions, successes and challenges of Hungary’s and of the Fidesz party’s foreign policy? How have
strategic relations worked with EU member states and the US? What are the perspectives, the way forward in light of
the election results both in internal and foreign policies?

2:45–3:30 pm

Guided tour in the Hungarian Parliament
Hungarian Parliament, Budapest 1055, Kossuth tér 1-3.

3:50-5:00 pm

Working in opposition parties until the elections in an illiberal political regime and the
perspectives of the future
Anett Bősz, Member of the Parliament, parliamentary group of the Democratic Coalition
(DK)
Hungarian Parliament, Budapest 1055, Kossuth tér 1-3.

Hungary, once a forerunner of democratic development in Central Europe, has changed significantly since Viktor
Orbán’s government came to power in 2010. A great number of cardinal laws were changed and a new constitution,
the Fundamental Law was approved only with the votes of the governing parties. According to opposition
representatives Viktor Orbán introduced populist political methods turning the country into a semi-authoritarian

regime. Members of the opposition parties have claimed to be challenged daily by a reduced level of democracy in
the Parliament’s legislative work. What have been the flagship issues, key strategies applied and learning points for
the opposition parties during Hungary’s drastic political change? In the light of the election results, what is the
perspective, the way forward for internal politics, as well as for strategic relations within the EU and in the
Transatlantic context? And – equally significantly – how can women have a voice in Hungarian politics?
7:00 pm

Debrief and farewell dinner
Enikő Pap, MMF City Coordinator

Wednesday, 6 April 2022
Departure to Berlin

