
 

 
Open Spaces! How Tech Can Empower Civil Society 
13 January 2020 | 6.30 - 8.30pm, followed by a reception 
Futurium Berlin, Alexanderufer 2, 10117 Berlin 
 

Moderation: Natasha Walker 
6.00 Arrival & Registration 

 

6.30 European Engagement – Why Do We Need the Hub? 

Paulina Fröhlich  Head of Programme Future of Democracy, Das Progressive Zentrum (DE) 

Dominic Schwickert  Executive Director, Das Progressive Zentrum (DE)  

with: István Hegedűs  Hungarian Europe Society (HU) and   

            Sintija Tarasova PROVIDUS Centre for Public Policy (LV)   

 
6.45 Keynote: Towards A European Civil Society - Trends and Challenges 

Donatella della Porta Professor of Political Science, Scuola Normale Superiore (IT) 
 

7.00 Hub Launch Video: Impressions and Voices of our Journey 
 

7.05 Interactive Debate with Young European Changemakers:  
Open Spaces - How Can Tech Empower Civil Society? 

Michael Roth  Minister of State for Europe, Federal Foreign Office (GER), with: 

Zohreh Faizi  Board Member, Women Refugee Route (DK) 

Krzysztof Izdebski  Policy Director, ePaństwo Foundation (PL) 

Olivia Vereha   Co-Founder & CEO, Code for Romania (ROM) 

 

8.05 Presentation: Discover the Prototypes 
with Bronwen Robertson  DATA4CHANGE (UK) 

Omri Preiss  Alliance4Europe (BE) 

Marwa Boukarim  Graphic Designer (IT) 

Christian Bergmann Das Progressive Zentrum  (GER) 

Petter Falk  Research Institute of Sweden (SWE) 

 

8.20 Join the Hub! – Our Vision for 2020+ 

 

8.30 Reception 

Drinks and light dinner will be served. Find out more about our project’s pilot phase  

through our mini exhibition, engage with the Hub workshop and hackathon participants,  
and share your ideas for the Hub on our vision board! 
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Speakers’ Biographies 
 
 

 
DONATELLA DELLA PORTA  Scuola Normale Superiore  (IT) 
Leading scientific expert on civil society and social movements in Europe, Professor                       
of Political Science, Dean of the Faculty of Political and Social Sciences and Director                           
of the PhD programme in Political Science and Sociology at the Scuola Normale                         
Superiore in Florence, where she also leads the Centre of Social Movements Studies                         
(Cosmos). She has directed a major ERC project, "Mobilizing for Democracy", on civil                         
society participation in democratisation processes in Europe, the Middle East, Asia                     
and Latin America. In 2011, she received the Mattei Dogan Prize for distinguished                         
achievements in the field of political sociology. She is Honorary Doctor of the                         
universities of Lausanne, Bucharest, Goteborg, Jyvaskyla and University of                 
Peloponneso. 

 
 
ZOHREH FAIZI  Women Refugee Route  (DK) 
Board member and part of the advocacy team of Women Refugee Route (WRR), a                           
non-governmental organisation working to change the system of decision-making in                   
migration policy by including refugee women in the process. She is responsible for                         
WRR’s legal strategy and frequently represents WRR at international, regional and                     
national fora. She is also chairwoman of the Afghan Lawyers ́ Association in Denmark,                          
which specialises in establishing free legal aid for vulnerable people in Afghanistan. 
 

 
KRZYSZTOF IZDEBSKI  ePaństwo Foundation  (PL) 
Board Member and Policy Director of the ePaństwo Foundation (EPF), Board Member of                         
the Consul Democracy Foundation, and lawyer specialized in access to public                     
information and re-use of public sector information. He has wide expertise in relations                         
between public administration and citizens. He is the author of several publications on                         
freedom of information, technology, public administration, corruption and public                 
participation. He is also an Apolitical.co contributor. 
 
 
MICHAEL ROTH   Federal Foreign Office  (DE) 
Minister of State for Europe at the Federal Foreign Office since 2013 and a directly                             
elected member of the German Bundestag since 1998. From 2010 to 2013, he was                           
spokesperson on Europe of the SPD parliamentary group and from 2009 to February                         
2014 Secretary-General of the SPD in Land Hesse. Since 2017, he is a member of the                               
SPD Executive Committee. Michael Roth is amongst others also Commissioner for                     
Franco-German Cooperation, member of the Board of Trustees of the Institute for                       
European Politics and member of the supervisory board of the Center for International                         
Peace Operations (ZIF).  Photo credits: Susie Knoll 
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OLIVIA VEREHA   Code for Romania  (ROM) 
Co-founder and Chief Operations Officer at Code for Romania, a civic tech platform.                         
She has a background in communications and customer and user experience design.                       
Since 2016, Olivia dedicates her entire time to managing the core programs of Code for                             
Romania. She is passionate about how civic technology can shape and improve our day                           
to day lives and she is always willing to help in any way she can in building great digital                                     
tools to solve social issues. Having a strong focus on usability and learning, her work                             
focuses on user research, analysis and functionality. 
 

 
NATASHA WALKER     Moderator  
International facilitation and process consultant with relevant experience in                 
moderating high-level events in political and civil society contexts. Natasha Walker                     
has 25 years of international experience as a communication consultant, with a strong                         
focus on facilitation – offline and online. Among other things, Natasha designs and                         
steers change and strategy processes with companies as well as governmental and                       
societal organisations. In addition, she has specialised knowledge in the fields of                       
energy, inclusion and sustainability, regional and economic development, citizen                 
participation and organisational development. 
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